
Why Data Literacy Matters
Students today are growing up in a world saturated with information. Data shapes
how policies are debated, how news spreads, and how communities understand
the challenges they face. Yet many students graduate without the skills needed
to evaluate evidence, interpret data, or recognize misleading information.

Students learn best when they collect real data,
investigate real community issues, and communicate
findings publicly. When students witness how
evidence shapes real civic decisions, they begin to
see themselves as participants in democracy - not
just observers.

Skills Students Build

Visit thecivicatlas.org to learn about our new civic
education and data literacy initiative!  

Data Literacy:
A Critical Skill for K-12 Students

Preparing Students for Civic Life in the Age of AI and Information Overload

In an era defined by
artificial intelligence,
algorithmic content

feeds, and increasing
misinformation, data

literacy has become an
essential civic skill. 

Data Literacy Is Civic Literacy
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Learn to
interrogate
origins, funding,
methodology —
not just
headlines.

Develop the
habit of asking: Is
this complete?
What is the
context? Is this
true?

Use data to
propose change,
challenge
power, and
participate in
democracy.

Understand
what a number
actually proves,
what it omits,
and how it can
mislead.

Build claims
from evidence,
not just opinion,
emotion, or
viral content.
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